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Information  Fusion  Centre 
Vision 
To be the recognised information-sharing centre and maritime security 
centre of excellence in the region 
 
Purpose 
To provide actionable information on MARSEC threats so as to cue 
enforcement agencies for operational responses 
 
UNCLASSIFIED	
UNCLASSIFIED	
Slide	3	of	24	
105 ILOs deployed from 23 countries	
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Extensive  Global  Linkages 
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Scope	
•  A	summary	of	the	Mari0me	Security	Situa0on	
in	the	IFC	Area	of	Interest	(AoI)	with	a	focus	on	
the	following	categories:	
– Contraband	Trafficking	
–  Illegal,	Unreported,	and	Unregulated	(IUU)	Fishing	
– Mari0me	Incidents	
– Mari0me	Terrorism	
– TheR,	Robbery	And	Piracy	at	Sea	(TRAPS)	
–  Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Contraband	Trafficking	
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Sea	Routes	
•  Fuel:	Transfer	of	MGO,	Smuggling	of	Diesel	
•  Weapons/Explosives:	Small	number	mainly	for	personal	or	fishing	
use	
•  Drugs:	Majority	within	containerised	shipments	
Sea	Routes	for	Contraband	Trafficking	in	IFC	AoI	
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Contraband	Trafficking	
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Illegal,	Unreported,	and	Unregulated	(IUU)	Fishing	
•  Hotspots		
–  Andaman	Sea	and	Gulf	of	Thailand:	Foreign	trawlers	disguised	as	local	boats	
–  Bay	of	Bengal	and	Sri-Lankan	waters:	Illegal	nets,	Overlapping	territorial	claims	
–  Gulf	of	Tonkin:	Foreign	trawlers	fishing	for	high-value	marine	wildlife	
–  Philippines	archipelagic	waters:	Illegal	methods,	blast	fishing,	fishing	without	
licence	
–  Riau	Islands	and	Celebes	Sea:	Foreign	trawlers	fishing	w/o	license	
–  Straits	of	Malacca	and	Singapore:	Local	trawlers	fishing	w/o	license,	illegal	workers	
Hotspots	for	IUU	Fishing	in	IFC	AoI	
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Mari0me	Incidents	
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Mari@me	Incidents	in	IFC	AoI	
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Mari0me	Terrorism	
•  No	evidence	of	Islamic	State	(IS)	intent	to	a8ack	commercial	
shipping	
•  Abu	Sayyaf	Group	(ASG)	suspected	to	support	or	plausibly	
have	connec0ons	to	ISIS	
–  Uses	boats	to	facilitate	a8acks	ashore,	but	does	not	rou0nely	a8ack	
vessels	at	sea	
–  Able	to	mount	kidnapping	opera0ons	to	demand	ransom	for	the	
funding	of	mari0me	terrorism	
–  Increase	in	kidnapping	incidents	observed	in	April	and	May	2015	
•  Eastern	Sabah	Security	Command	(ESSCOM)	established	in	
Mar	13	to	strengthen	MARSEC	in	the	area	
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•  Vulnerable	Areas	
–  North	Bay	of	Bengal	/	
Chi8agong	Anchorage	
–  Batangas	Anchorage	
–  Straits	of	Malacca	and	
Singapore	
–  Southern	South	China	
Sea	
–  Dumai	/	Belawan	
Anchorage	
–  Vung	Tau	/	Hai	Phong	
Anchorage	
TheR,	Robbery	And	Piracy	at	Sea	(TRAPS)	
Hotspots	for	TRAPS		within	IFC	AoI	in	2014	and	2015	
•  Largely	opportunis0c	in	nature	
•  Four	incidents	recorded	in	vicinity	of	Tianjin	Anchorage	(North	China)	in	
Dec	15	
–  New	trend?	
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TheR,	Robbery	And	Piracy	at	Sea	(TRAPS)	
•  Straits	of	Malacca	and	Singapore	(SOMS)	
–  Eastern	Approach	to	SS:	Nine	incidents	of	scrap	metal	
theR	in	2015	targe0ng	tug	boats	and	barges	
–  Philip	Channel:	Ac0ve	targe0ng	of	Bulk	Carriers	and	
Tankers	in	2015	
–  No	incidents	since	Oct	15	since	arrest	of	two	groups	of	
perpetrators	on	land	by	Indonesian	Authori0es	in	
conjunc0on	with	Sea	TheR	onboard	MV	MERLIN	and	MV	
DIAMOND	STAR	
Source:	WFQR	
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TheR,	Robbery	And	Piracy	at	Sea	(TRAPS)	
•  Oil	Siphoning	
–  SUN	BIRDIE	(28	Jan	15)	
•  Perpetrators	arrested	by	RMN	and	MMEA	and	
sentenced	to	10	years	imprisonment	
–  ORKIM	HARMONY	(11	Jun	15)	
•  Kingpin	and	two	co-conspirators	arrested	by	
Indonesia	Navy’s	Western	Fleet	Quick	Response	
(WFQR)	team	in	Aug	15	and	Dec	15	
•  Tugboat	and	crew	arrested	in	Aug	15	for	
suspected	involvement	
–  MT	JOAQUIM	(8	Aug	15)	
•  Four	vessels	detained	between	Sep	15	and	Dec	
15	for	suspected	involvement	
•  Vessels’	crew	members	under	inves0ga0on	
•  Success	by	regional	navies	and	
enforcement	agencies	in	cracking	down	
on	syndicates	ashore	
Source:	RMN	Navy	Chief’s	Twi:er	
Source:	WFQR	
Source:	WFQR	
Source:	Bernama	
Source:	MMEA	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
•  IHM	covers	both	illegal	immigra0on	and	human	trafficking	issues	
•  Migrants	look	for	rese8lement	or	some0mes	just	for	a	be8er	paying	job	
•  Hotspots	
–  Bay	of	Bengal	and	Andaman	Sea	
–  Malacca	and	Singapore	Straits	
–  Northern	South	China	Sea	
–  South	Philippines,	East	Sabah	and	Sulu	Sea	
–  South	East	Indian	Ocean	&	Timor	Sea	
Sea	Routes	for	Irregular	Human	Migra@on	in	IFC	AoI	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Irregular	Human	Migra@on	(IHM)	
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Migra@on	Reasons	
In	 the	 IFC	 area	 of	 interest,	 most	 of	 the	migrants	 are	 either	 people	moving	 in	
search	 for	 a	 be8er	 future	 in	 countries	 such	 as	 Thailand,	 Malaysia,	 Indonesia,	
Hong	Kong	(China)	and	Australia	or	people	who	fall	vic0m	to	human	trafficking.		
They	can	also	be	some	people	travelling	illegally	looking	for	work.	
	
Possible	impact	of	IHM	on	Mari@me	Safety	and	Security	
a)  Request	of	massive	search	and	rescue	(SAR)	opera0ons	to	deal	with	capsize	
vessels,	 abandoned	vessels	 that	 run	aground	and	can	provoke	oil	 spills	 and	
environmental	issues	or	become	a	naviga0onal	danger;	
b)  People	jumping	overboard	forcing	merchant	and	fishing	vessels	in	vicinity	to	
intervene	and	conduct	rescue	opera0on;	
c)  Vessels	 smuggling	migrants	 could	be	used	 to	 conduct	other	 illegal	 ac0vi0es	
such	as	contraband	smuggling	or	IUU	fishing;		
d)  Terrorists	 can	 hide	 themselves	 among	 the	 migrants	 to	 try	 to	 sneak	 into	 a	
country	of	interest.	
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General	Recommenda@ons	
a)  Hot	spot	areas	specific	monitoring	using	new	technologies	(Satellites,	UAVs)	
b)  More	coopera0on	to	solve	the	problem	especially	the	root	causes	of	problem	
in	order	to	have	a	be8er	understanding	and	early	warning	informa0on	along	
the	iden0fied	and	possible	new	smuggling	routes		
c)  Enhanced	and	coordinated	patrols	at	sea	and	along	the	shore	side	between	
Mari0me	law	enforcement	agencies.	Patrols	adapted	depending	on	observed	
trends	in	hot	spot	areas;	
d)  Mari0me	 Curfew	 and	 associated	 enforcement	 process	 can	 be	 a	 way	 to	
reduce	the	risks	and	prevent	 illegal	ac0vi0es	(experimented	with	success	by	
Malaysian	Authori0es	in	East	Sabah);		
e)  Increased	coopera0on	with	the	shipping	community	which	can	help	to	detect	
and	iden0fy	illegal	ac0vi0es	in	iden0fied	hot	spot	areas.	
f)  Use	of	specific	transponder	on	board	all	registered	vessels	and	boats	in	order	
to	ease	monitoring	and	help	to	detect	and	intercept	any	infringer.		
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Informa0on	Fusion	Centre	
“Safe	and	Secure	Seas	for	All”	
